
 

To:       The News Editor                                                                                                  January 30, 2017 

 

 

For Immediate Release 

  
 

NWC COMPLETES NORTH STREET EMERGENCY SEWERAGE WORKS 

Other Problems Persist Though 
 

The National Water Commission is advising that the emergency remedial works on 170 meters 

of the North Street Upper Level Trunk Sewer were substantially completed and temporary road 

reinstatement commenced on January 19, ahead of the scheduled January 31 deadline. 

 

The emergency work had involved excavation of 5-6 meters deep along North Street from its 

intersection with East Street to its intersection with Rum Lane to replace approximately 170 

meters of existing aged sewers.  

Traffic flows and other services along East Street, Georges Lane and Hanover Street were also 

impacted during the period. 

 

The emergency work formed part of efforts to improve sewage conveyance in the Corporate 

Area, reduce sewage overflows and other inconveniences while protecting public health. 

 

Further temporary and permanent road reinstatement work will be done in the coming weeks. 

 

The National Water Commission thanks motorists, pedestrians, residents and business 

operators in the area for their cooperation and understanding while this essential emergency 

work was being conducted.  

 



While the completion of this emergency intervention has succeeded in addressing the major 

issues with sewage overflows in the immediate vicinity of the improvement work, a number of 

other problems continue to plague the NWC’s Downtown Kingston Sewerage operations.  

 

As a result, the National Water Commission is reporting that in recent weeks, its teams have 

been grappling with an increased frequency of sewer blockages and overflows on sections of its 

Downtown sewerage network, including in Denham Town.  

Despite the extensive use of its specialised heavy duty wastewater units or vactor jets, the 

volume of illegal and improper discharges as well as the build-up of solid waste, grit and sand in 

the sanitary sewers, have been causing blockages and overflows to re-occur even shortly after 

being cleared.  

 

While the NWC has identified the need for major investment in treating with the long-term 

issues on the sewerage network for the city, and will continue to work at reducing the 

frequency and impact of sewer blockages and overflows, there are also many steps that need to 

be taken by the public to reduce the problem.  

 

The public is therefore urged to stop disposing of solids and household garbage in the central 

sewerage systems. These items, flushed “out of sight and out of mind” down the toilet or 

dumped down a manhole, often end up blocking the sewerage network.  

 

The NWC points out that improper use of the sewerage systems not only cause them to 

malfunction resulting in unsightly sewerage overflows but they also require significant costly 

interventions and threaten our health and environment. 

 

NWC urges the public to place solid wastes in bags and bins where they belong and leave the 

sanitary sewerage systems to carry the waste water from kitchen sinks, showers, wash basins 

and toilets for which they were designed. 

-END- 

 

                                        

 


